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Wednesday, 22nd November, 18.9.9.

Constitution Acts Amendmet Bill, in Committee,
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THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The

rince swheartthe n membersire

that. could be dealt with on the third
reading.

THE CHAIRMAN: If the Committee
decided they would not alter tbe pro-
vinces defined in the Bill, the House
could, at the report stage, recommit the

IBill and strike out the word "twenty-
four " and insert " thirty."

R ON. R. G. BURGES: The advice of
the Colonial Secretary would suit his
intention. Members could vote against
"OGuildford " being inserted in the sub-
clause.

BON. F. T. OnownER: Why did the
bon. member not want "Guildford" in-
serted ?

HoN. R. GI. BURGES said he would
rather not state his reasons until after-
war ds.

'r COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Borges evidently had two Strings to his
bow, inasmuch as hie did not wish Guild -

iford to be in the Eastern Province, and
at the same time he desired to have 30
members in the Council instead of 24.
His present object, however, was not to
have Guildford inserted in the Eastern
Province, for the reason that Guildford
was somewhat removed fronm the main
portion of the province, and its interests
were somewhat diverse. His (the Colonial
Secretary's) object in proposing that
Guildford should be included in the
Eastern province, was that the Metropoli-
tan province would otherwise be loo
large, and the interests of Guildford and
Midlanid Junction seemed to him to be
more in harmony with the interests of
the Eastern provirnce. However, he had
no strong feeling in the matter; and if
the Committee were disposed to put
Guildford in the Metropolitan province,
he did not object.I

HoN. H. J. SAUNDERS: It would
not be fair to include Guildford in the

iMetropolitan province, and he would
I certainly support the amendment of the

Colonial Secretary.
HON. W. TI. LOTON: The Easter4j

province wvas practically an agricultural
and viticultural province, and if Guild-
ford, including lMidland Junction, were
placed in the Eastern province, Guildford
and the town of Norhalm would send,
not representatives 4 an agricultural
province, but representatives similar to
those elected 1hr the Metropolitan pro-
vince or the goldfields ; and thus
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the East province would be disfran-
chised in regard to true representation.
Members would make a mistake if
they amended the Bill and reduced the
numiber of representatives in the Council
to 24. People who lived on the goldfields
were sufficiently numerous to bave
increased representation if they so desired,
hut they did not care to be what lie might
call ' ceckmlatedl" liv extra representa-
tion given in another direction. He
submjitted, however, that the metropolitan
and suburban districts were increasing so
rapidl 'y in numbers, that they were as
much warranted as the goldfields in claim-
ing extra rejpresentatioin; and lie wvould
oppose the amiendmaent of the Colonial
Secretary. If the Committee were in
favour of extra representation, now, w-as
the time to test the question ; and should
extra representation be decided on, all
that would have to he done, on recoin-
umittal, would be to insert "thirty "in
place of " twenty-four." He was aware
that the niemblers in the House would he
increased sonmewvhat in excess of half the
uumberof representatives intheAssembly,
but he did not know that it was necessary
to preserve that proportion. At all events,
if the number were increased, the colony
wvould have extra representation in a
House where extra representation was
desirable in order to make a strong and
firm Chamber, not tiable to be led away
as possibly mnembers in another place
might he. The Council were expected
,and ought to lie more independent than
the other Chamber, and better able to
vote inu the interests not Of particular pro-
vinces, though that had to be considered
too, hutof the (direct interests of the whole
colony.

MON. J. WV. HACKETT: The views of
Mr. toton ought to receive approval, and
the amnendment of the Colonial Secretary
inight be made a test question.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: It would
he better to have the test vote on the next
sub-clauise, dealing writh the Metropolitan
province.

HON. J. NV. HACKETT: There were
no doubt objections to increasing the
nuimiber of members in the Council,
because 24 secujed to be ample to
do the business 9f the countrv, seeing
that the more populous colony of South
Auistralia had been able t4; carryv on
parliamentary government for mnany yvears

with the same number in the Upper
Chamber. On the other hand, it must be
acknowledged that Western Australia was
in a very special position. At the initia-
tion of the electoral system of Council
government, it was arranged, not alto-
gether wvisely, that certain districts, con-
taming a very sniall population at that
time, should be given an amount of repre-
sentation which placed them on a level
with districts containing as many as fifty
timies the number of inhabitants, and
therefore the Chamber was anomalous to
a large extent. There were some populous
provinces, others moderately populous,
and at least one province which contained
a scanty white population. Under the
circumstances, the Committee ought to
give attention to redressing the balance
in the direction of population, if possible,
without destroying the main foundation
on which the Chamber rested, namelyv the
representation of interests. He was quite.
with hi r. Loto n in believing this argument
outweighed other considerations and dis-
advantages in connection with increasing
the number of members in the Council,
because the increased representation of
two of the most populous parts of the

icolony would not place the Council in a
lveke; but in a stronger position.

,O.F. WHITOhlmE: That would
Iswamp the minorities.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: No; itwonld
not. It would only be a fair concession
to the claimis of population, which must

Inot altog ether be ignored, or if the claims
were ignored, it must be at the peril of
the Council.

HON. F. M. STONE: These were not
the views Mr. Hackett held the other
day.

RON. J. W. HACKETT: The lion.
member's memory was playing him a
trick, for hie (Mr. Hackett) had not
expressed any views publicly on the
question.

HON. F. Mi. STONE : He did pri-
vately.

Ho;N. J. W. HIACKETT: The Colonial
Secretary was privately informed by him
that if the House were divided on the
question, he (Mr. Hackett) would vote
in favour of SO members as against 24.
That was the view he held then, and was
the view he held now.

HON. F. Mf. STONE: What, did the hion
nwm rber tell him (Mr. Stone)?
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Howi. J. W. HACKETT: Certainly
the hon. member was never told that he
(Mr. Hackett) would vote against the
proposal to have 30 members.

Hon. F. M. STONE: The hon. member
bad said lie would feel himself bound to
vote for the minority.

Hot;. .1. W. HACKETT said he did
not remember having said that.

THE CHAIRMAN :Private conversations
had nothing to do with the business before
the Committee.

How. J. W. HACKETT: If Mr. Stone
could prove his assertion, that would
make a point; but lie (Mr. Hackett)
did not recollect having amid anything of
the kind. On the contrary, he expressed
himself in antother way immediately after
the debaite the other night, namely that
hie was in favour of 30 members as
opposed to 24, mainly on the ground
that the Council were weaker and not
stronger because they represented so small
a section of the population in one pro-
vince, and a not very large section of the
population in another, if .not also in two
wore provinces. Looking all round, be
was prepared to accept the proposed two
new provinces, and it was a pity that
a redistribution of provinces was not
attempted instead of increasing some-
what unduly the number of members
in the House. But this being the view
another place had taken, and having
himiself stummed tip the advantages and
disadvantages, he considered it prefer-
able to h[ave the addition of two new
provinces to the eight already exist-
ing.

How. F. T. CROWDER: Only a few
days ago the Council pledged themselves
that the number of representatives under
the Bill should be 24 instead of 30. He
failed to see how the Council could
stultify their action at this hour.

THE CHAIRMAN: The lion, member
was out of order in using the word
"stultifyv." The Council* could alter the

Bill at ay stage while the measure was
under discussion.

flYoN. F. T. CROWDER: As the
Chairman seemed to desire that the word
' stultif ,v" should be withdrawn, he had
pleasure in withdrawing it. At the same
time lie always took a vote of the Com-
mittee ais bleing binding oni the House,
and although the House alwa 'ys had the
power of afterwards altering that vote,

still to his mind it belittled the estimate
of opinion.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: No vote was
taken on this question. .

How. F. T. CROWDER: No. A
division was not taken, there being such
a large majgritv. He would now vote
for Guildford 'being placed in the
Metropolitan province. He agreed with
Mr. Loton that we should keep the agri-
cultural portion by itself, as far as
possible. Even at t present day, if ain
election took place for the East province,
Guildford, Midlanid Junction and the
surroundings could practically oust an
agricultural member in favour of a
town member. In 18 months or two
years the Fremantle workshops would
be removed to Midland Junction, tak-
ing with them at least a thousand
votes, and what chance would tin agri-
cultural candidate have of being elected
for the East province? None what-
ever. It might seem to some that in
placing Guildford and Midland Junc-
tion in the Metropolitan province a large
lump of representation would be added
to that province, but at the same time
Guildford and Midland Junction would
be more in touch with the voters there
than with those in the East province,
who were agriculturists. In regard to
the goldfields, there was no objection to
the goldfields having extra representa.
tion if required. As to the Legislative
Council, the memybers r-epresented the
whole of the colony. During the six
years he had been a member lie had
never known the Council as at body refuse
justice either to the peo~ple on the gold-
fields or any other part of the colony.
The goldfields would get no better results
from 30 members than from '24. It had
always been recognised that as nearly as
possible the number of members of the
Council should be equal to half the num-
hier of members of the Assembl Y. If we
had 24 members in the Council that
would be only half the number of niem-
bers in the Assembly, but if we had .30
it would lie more than hb.if. He hoped
members would vote for the amend-
ment of Mr. Sur-ges that Guildlford and
Midland Junction be placed in the Metro-
politan province. Hie hoped they would
not go back-

THE CHAIRMAN: The lion. mienber
should not say that lie hoped bon. input-
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bers would not go back. The whole Bill
could be recommitted for further amend-
ment. The Standing Orders said:

On the ordler of the day for the third read-
ing being read, the Bill may he recommitted;
such recommittal may be made xvithoutlinmita-
tion, in which case the entire Bill may be
again considered in Committee.
The House might do a, thing one day
and, on reconsideration, find it advisabl eI
to reverse that decision. By going back
on their previous decision they would not
be stultify' ing themselves. Circumstances
niight come before members which might
alter their decision. Ile called upon the
lion. member to withdraw the expression.

How. F. T. CROWDER: With all
dlue respect to the Chairman, he did not
see there was any necessity to interrupt
him in his remarks. Ile knew the Council
had %t perfect right to do as they liked,
and hie simply said hie hoped they wvouldl
not go back on the vote given last week.

THE CHAIRMIAN: That was the part
of the speech to which he took exception.

HON. F. T. CROWDER: The Council
had a perfect right to go hack, anj lie
only said hie hoped they would not do so.
He alway' s endeavoured to keep within
the four corners of the rights of members,
and he did not think he should have
been called upon as hie was Just now.

H10N. 11. O. BURGES: The best thing
members could do was to vote against the
amendment of the Colonial Secretary.
We wanted to look, ahead in these mat-
ters, and any member who considered
this question must see that it would be
inadvisable to have Guildford and Mid-
land Junction included in the East
province. Victoria Park was a polling
place for the East province: could that
be a satisfaction to any member? The
time would come when it would be found
that a great mistake had been made.
Great difficulty would be experienced in
keeping the balance of power. Other
muatters, which had been referred to by
every leading paper and every " rag's in
the country, would soon come before the
House. S~ome of these papers were only
scurrilous rags, ani hie had a good mind
to mention them. It was well known
what he was referring to.

HON. F. T. CROWDER: What was
the hon. member referring to ?

How. Rt. G. BURGES: Matters which
would come before them in a day or

two, including one of the most import-
ant that bad ever been introduced
into the Parliament of Western Austra-
lia.

THE CHAIRMaAN: The Constitution Bill
was now under discussion.

How. Rt. G. BURGES: The men who
had all the information at their hands
divided the country into these provinces
after a. good deal of trouble, and would it
be satisfactory if what was now proposed
were adopted? Would it satisfy the
people in the Metropolitan province or
the people on the goldields?~ He very
much doubted whether it would. He
hoped members would defeat the Colonial
Secretary's amendment.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
the Comunittee resolved to put. Guildford
into the East province, that would pretty
well settle the whole question of the sixth
clause. By deciding not to put Gnildford
there, it Avould leave the question open
for discussion on the next item. If the
Committee resolved that the Metropolitan
province should comprise Guildford, and
they also struck out the Metropolitan-
Suburban province, it followed that the
number of members would remain ait 24.
On the other hand, if the Committee
decided to retain the Metropolitan-Snb-
urban province, the number in Clause 5
must be altered to " 30," as it was
originally. His reason for including
Guildford in the East province was
that he thought the Metropolitan pro-
vince, inasmuch as bon. members had
already decided to make the number of
members 24, would be too large in pro-
portion to many of the other provinces.
Mr. Hackett had shown there were three
kinds of provinces;- namely one with a
large population, others with a moderate
population, and one at least with a sparse
population. Mr. Hackett also stated that
the Legislative Council represented inter-
ests, and this was a statement which
would be indotsed by every member of
the House. The Council represented
interests to a much larger extent than it
was possible for the Assembly to do, and
rightly so, for it wvas a chamber for
review of legislation which took place
principally in another chamber. His own
view was that 24 members were quite
sufficient; but he admitted, and lie did so
with a considerable amount of regret,
that the goldfields had not been repre-
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sented in the House as they ouight to
have been.

HON. F. WHITOOMEE: That was the
fault of the representatives.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Of
course there were members for the Central
province who were to a large extent
representatives of the goldfields.

HON. F. WHITOMBE: It mtust. be
admitted that he, himself, was 'one at
fault.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:-
When the goldfields were spoken of, one's
mind generally went to the Eastern gold-
fields,

HON. J. W. HACKETT: Donnybrook
was not included ?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: No6
at present.

HON. F. Wnrrcoiwns: Nor the Nor-
thern Province.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
The only mnember representing the
North-East province who had given
attendance in the House, and had taken
an earnest interest iii its affairs, was Mr.
Matheson. Mr. Parsons had been absent
the whole of the session, and the gold-
fiels to that extent had been disfran-
chised. The third member for the
province was not often in his place in the
House to give 11i r. Math eson that sup-
port which the latter naturally ex-
pf'td.

HRON. J. W. HACKETT: Mr. Jenkins
lived on the goldfields.

THE cOLONIAL SECRETARY:
The goldfields had not had the represen-
tation in the House they had a right to
expect, considering the population, wealth,
and interests of that part of the colony. If
the Eastern goldfields were to be given an-
other province, it was only right and fair
to subdivide the Metropolitan province
into two, because the population of the two
districts were about equal. There was
an lninEmflSe population in the Metropoli-
tan province, which included Guildford
and Helena Vale, amounting to not less
than 50,000.

HON. B. G. BuRnEd: The two pro-
vinces represented about hal the popu-
lation of the colony.

TniF COLONIAL SECRETARY:
A vote might be taken on the amend-
muent now, and if it were defeated, then
of course the whole question would arise
on the next sub-clause.

HON. F. WHITCOMBE: The Colonial
Secretary had to be congratulated on the
new idea he had given as to the redistri-
bution of seats and the further represeni-
tation of provinces, inasmuch as lie
appeared to argue in support of the

priniple that if the elected representa-
tives chose to neglect their duties, there-
fore more representatives should be given.

THE COLONIALL SEC RETARY: That was
not the argument.

RON. F. WHITOBE:- That was
surely the reason adduced by the Colonial
Secretary for providing additional repre-
sentation for the 1I astern goldfields; and,
as the principle was a good one, it
might be extended to the Central province.

HON. R. G. Buxous: There was not
sufficient population i the Central pro-
Vince.

Ho N. F. WHITCO M11E: It was not a
question of population, but, according to
the Colonial Secretary,, a question of
dereliction of duty.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: Were all the
Central province mtembers presentle

RON. F. WHITCQM BE: Two out of
the three were present.

Taiu CdLONmjL SECRETARY: Only
matters of fact had been stated by him,
and had not been used as arguments.

HON. F. WHLITOOMBE: Mr. Hackett
had placed the inatter almost beyond dis-
cussion when he said that the Legislative
Council were representative of interests
and not of population ; antd if the CouncilI
were representative of interests, and

1 interests only, the provinces should be so
1 divided and mapped out that only parti-
I {ulaj interests were represented, and so
*that one interest should not predominate
over another. The amendment of the
Colonial Secretary was to the effect that
the township interests of Guildford and

*Midland Jiunction should be- allowed to
override the whole of the agricultural
interests of the East province; and, if
the amendment were carried, it meant that

*the population of those two places would
be able to dominate the East province
at the next elect ion, and at every subse-
quent election, until the matter wvas
frrnther dealt with. If the Chamnber had
to he representative of interests, and
interests only, then surely the interests
of Guildford and Midland Jun ction were
more allied writh the interests of tile
metropolis than they could possibly be
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with the interests of the agricultural
community in the East province. That
being so, the Guildford district, as
it was called, should be coneted with
the Metropolitan province, instead of
being cast as a, firebrand amongst the
peaceful agriculturists re-presented by
Mr. Burges. That hion. 'member e-
dently recognised the difference in the
two classes which it was souLght to put
togyether in one province, namely the
industrious and the industrial. Mr.
Burges wished the industrial, as the
goats, to he separated from. the indus-
trious, as the sheep; and he was quite
right. Hon. mnembers were told that the
division about to be taken would decide
whether the number of members in the
House should be 24 or 30.

TE COLONIAL SECRETARY : NO
that would be decided on the next sub-
Clause.

Host. F. WUITCOMBE:; It had
certainly been his impression that the
previous decision as to the number of
muember-s would hold good, and that the
provision as to six extra members would
be set aside. That was the position he
was in favour of, because lid had always
been given to understand that the miem-
bers of the upper or critical assembly
should be in the proportion of one to
two, of the members of the lower or
deliberative assemnbly' . If the represen-
tation were fixed at SO members, it
would become. necessary, in order to
maintain the proportion; of two to one,
to increase the utunber of representa-
tives in the other House to something
like 60, which would be too many
for the colony. Holding the view
that 24 members of the Council were
quite suffcient to maintain the bal-
ance of power between the two Houses,
he would not vote for the proposed exten-
sion; and, assumingr that Sub-clause 5
would come under consideration at a
later stage, he would use 'his energies to
fairly allotting the representation as
between the Metropolitan province and
the East province. He would certainly
vote against the ameiidmnent of the
Colonial Secretary, because it would not
be right for the Council to throw the
apple of discord into the heart of time
peaceful East province.

HoN. R. G. EURGoSs- The East
province had South rerth now.

Hok. F. WmITCOMBE: South Perth
was particularly represented by Mr.
Stone, andmust be apeacefultconstituency.
The potential increase of electors, con-
sisting of operatives of the railway sh ops
at Midland Junction, would so completely
swamp the agricultural interests and vote
that, if the amendment of the Colonial
Secretary were carried, the representation
of the Easat province would be a second
metropolitan representation, and not in
ally sense agricultural or pastoral.

Amnendment-that between " Beverley"
and "Moore" the word" "Guildford " be
inserted-put and negatived.

THECOLONIAL SECRtETARYmoved
that in Sub-clause 3, between " cornpris-
lug " and "1 Perth," the words "1Clare-
inont, Subiaco, South Perth, and Guild-
ford " be inserted. In view of the deci-
sion the oilier day, that the mnber of
members of the Council should remain at
24, he was only carrying out the wishles of
the House in submitting this and follow-
ing amendments. The amendment now
proposed raised the whole question, and
as lion. members voted they would express
their views as to whether the House should
consist of 30 miembers or of 24.

HoN. F. -M. STONE: After having
decided that Guildford should not be
included in the East province, and
there were strong arguments why that
place should not be included, there was
nothing remaining, if it were desired to
adhlere to the decision already arrived at,
hut to include G-uildford in the Metro-
politan province, including Midland Junc-
tiou. If it had been included in the
East province, we should have had a
town representation and an agricultural
representation, and be did not think that
would be right. No argument had been
used why we should reverse the decision
of the Committee and go back to the
301 members. The matter was fully,
discussed and the Committee, without
going to a division, resolved that there
shoud not be 30, The Council repre-
sented all branches of the colony. We
had agricultural representatives, gold-
fields representatives, town representa-
tives, and pastoral representatives, It
was proposed to give the goldields three
more members, and to counterbalance
that by giving the towns three more.
That Would leave the pastoral and agri-
cultural interests in a. minority. The

rCOUNCIL.] Bedistribution, etc.
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alteration proposed gave nine additional
members to the towns.

HON, . -. BuRGES- WhereP
How. F. MW. STONE: Perth, Fre-

mantle, and the suburban.
How. R. G. Bun ons: That did not

make nine additional.
How. F. M,. STONE: There were

three for each province. The agricultural
portion of the colony would only -have
three provinces altogether.

How, iR. G. Bunosis: Nonsense.
HO0N. F. M. STONE: The towns

would have nine members and the gold-
fields six. The goldfields were not only
represented by thoso six, but also in
relation to the North province, which
was a goldfield, and the Central pro-
vince, so that they would have 12
representing them, whereas thle agri-
cultural districts would be represented by
nine. Had any argument been used why
those six should be added?' On the
contrary, we found that the Eastern gold-
fields were -not represented because the
mnembers were absent. Were we to give
them three additional members for that
reason ? If those members attended in
their places, the goldfields districts would
be represented by 12.

HoN. A. P. iWATursoNq: How did the
hon. member mnakie that out ?

How. R. S. HeRoEs: The members
referred to did not represent the gold.-
fields districts only.

HOw. F. MW. STONE: Still, they were
representative of the goldfields districts,
and were bound to look after those dis-
tricts. What object was there in increas-
ing the number of thle members of thle
Council'1? In South Australia, where
there was a much Larger population, there
Were only 24.

HOQN. R. G. Bunor!s:. South Australia
was a poor country.

How. F. M. STONE:- The number of
members of the Upper House should be
hal that of the Lower; but 8(0 members
would be more than half. He hoped
members would vote for Guildford being
included in the Metropolitan Province,
as the only means of arriving at a reduc-
tion of the 30 members. If putting
Guildford into the Metropolitan Province
made that province too large, we could
-not help it.

HON. H. LUKIN:- Guildford and
Midland Junction should not be in the

East Province, which was distinctly an
agricultural province, and the interests of
Guildford and Midland Junction would
conflict more and mnore with those of the
East Province as time went on. As to the
number of mnenmbers of the Council, an
increase was not necessary. Could anyone
say this colony was not adequately repre-
sented by the Council as constituted at
present? The gold fields were quite
sufficiently represented. As Mr. Stone
had pointed o ut, there were nine ruem hers.
indirectly connected with the mining
industry, this nu mber being quite a isuffi-
cient proportion. If those mnenmers d-id
not attend -and tho 'y did not all fight as
Mr. Matheson did, which was a good
thing-that -was the look-out of the
constituencies who returned the members.
The Council adequately represented the
colony at present.

How. Rl. G. Bunons: The Council
did not represent the goldfields.

HoN. H. LUKIN: The goidfields were
represented by the Council, and already
had extra representation in the Lower
House. If any member could show
that anly particular industry in the
colony was not adequately represented in
the Council, he would be one of the first
to say " Let us have more mnemblers" ; but
nobody had attempted to show it.

How4. A. P. MVATHESON: Members
were rather losing sight of the amend-
Ment by the Colonial Secretary, in their
anxiety to increase or not to increase the
number of members. The subject was
-wider than that. It was apparently
found necessary to split up the districts
which originally constituted the Metro-
politan-subInnban province, and without
much consideration it was proposed that
Guildford should be given to the East
province and the balance to the Metro-
politau province, tat was to Perth. The
Metropola prvince as at present had
a much larger population than the other
provinces, a much larger population than
Fremnantle, and that fact appeared to have
escaped the notice of the Colonial Secre-
tary and every other member.

HoNq F. WHITOoMBE: Members here
were not elected ott a population basis.

How. A. P. M1ATHESON: That was
true, but the question of population had
to be takien into account inl fixing the
provinces.

Cowtitution Bill.
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HON. F. WnTcons - Very tmall
account.

RON. A. P. MATHESON:- If the
amendment hr the Colonial Secretary
were passed, it would have to go to
another place, where the matter would be
canvassed, and doubtless a, suggestion
would be made that South Perth and
Claremont should be added to the Fre-
mantle province, meaning the West
province, and OGuildford and Subiaco be
left in the Metropolitan. Only in this
way could any fair proportional repre-
sentation he arrived at. The present
position was such as was usually brought
about by an attempt to tinker w.itb a Bill.
One clause was amended, which necessi-
tated a lot of consequential amendments,
and in debating the matter no one could
judge what the results would be.

RON. F. T. CROWDER:- The hon. mem-
her wanted to make the number of memi-
bers. of the Council 27.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: The posi-
tion hie took up on the question alluded
to by Mr. Crowder was this: Every mem-
ber in the House appeared to be in favour

*of not having the Metropolitan Suburban
Province. Mir. Stone's amendment cut
that out, and added the new South
Province. If the House wished to cut
out the Metropolitan Suburban Province
it was no business of his (Mr. Matheson's),
but it was his business to have the South
Province left in if possible. That was an
unwielxllv province, and it was necessary
that it should be divided.

Hoy. J. W. HACKETT: It would help
the canvassing of the hon. member.

HoN. A. P. M1ATRESON: It would
be of material assistance to canvassing.
The other nlight he spoke of candidates
having to go from Esperance to Leonora,
but having looked at the map show-ing
thle new provinces and parliamentary dis-
tricts, he foimd that one would have to
go very far beyond Leonora; right up
to the tropics. That only intensified
the remarks he made at the time. He
had never been opposed to the Metro-
polan Suburban -Province. Had he
known the direction in which the voting
would go he would have opposed any
amiendment. If the Metropolitan Pro-
vince were altered in the way sug-
gested bv the Colonial Secretary, the
measure would then only come back for
f urther alterations in order that the

Fremantle electoral province might be
enlarged. He certainly intended to oppose
the amendment with a view to the clause
going back to its original shape.

Hox. E. McLARTY : It appeared a
reasonable solution of the difficulty to
make die Metropolitan province a large
one, and then increase the numnher of
members of the House to 30 as originally
proposed. The goldfields with their large
population were entitled to the additional
representation provided in the Bill, and
he would support the addition of Guild-
ford to the Metropolitan province.

HON. D. K. CONGDON: On the second
reading he had stated his own feeling
was that there was no necessity for the
increase, but he had since come to the
conclusion that it Was desirable to make
the addition. These additional members
would add materially to the usefulness of
the Council in the future, becauise they
would give the opinions of six other men.
Although the new representatives might
be appointed by two diametrically oppo-
site portions of the colony, very few
members came to the House with a view
of looking after only one side, but as a
rule dealt fairly with questions from all
points of view.

Amendment (the Colonial Secretary's)
put, and a division taken with the follow-
hag result:-

Ayes
Noes

... ... 10
8

Majority for
Arss.

Bon. H. ti ~ Ito,
Bon. F. T. Mrod.r Ho,
Han. C. E. Dlempster Ho:
Hon. S.J.1 Haynes fbo
Hon. H. Luia Ho
Hob. 1). Mcllay Ho
Rol). G. Eandell Hoi
Hon. F. M. Stone Hoi
Hon, P. Whitoomb)e
Eon. 3. E. Richardson

Iraker).

.. 2
Nors.

iB.0. 13urges
u. D. 1K. Congdon
a. 3. W. Hackett
n, W. T. Lton
a. A. P. mathesot,
n. E. Moturty
n. H, J. Saunders
.i. W. Spencer (Tdeller).

Amendment thus passed.
TEE COLONIAL SECRETARY

futher moved that Sub-clause 4 he struck
out.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT moved that
progress be reported. At the stage
now reached, this course was desirable.
especially having regard to the fact that
one vote would have made the last division
equal. The whole matter would bare to
be considered later, and probably in at
Cornmrittee differently constituted.

[COUNCIL.] Redistribuiion, etc.
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Motion put, and negatived on the
voices. Division called for, and taken
with the following result:

A-yes ... ... ... 6
Noes ... ... ... 12

Majority against

Hon. R. 0. G urses Hn,.:
Ho. I IC. don io..

o.: J. W. H=nket lion

Hon. A. P. MA-tbeson Hon.
Hon.H. Sudrse fer). Ho..

Hon..
Ho..
Hon.
Ron.
Hon.
Hoe.

.. 6

F. T. crowder
O.WE. Demnpster
S. J. Haynes
H. Lakin
D. McKay
E. Metarty
G. Radell
J. E. Richardson
F. Mi. stone
F. Whiteoumbe
WV. spencer (Teller).

Motion thus negatived, and the discus-
sion proceeded.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: The amend-
ment to strike out Sub-clause 4 raised
the whole question again, and in view of
the narrow majority in the division on
the last amendment, he felt it would be
hlis duty to divide the Committee on every
one of the sub-clauses. The Colonial
Secretary knew the matter would all have
to come under review again in a fuller
Committee, and it seemed a waste of time
to go on now.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
view of the vote passed the other night
to strike out "thirty" andinsert "twenty-
four," and in view of the division just
now of 10 to 8, which he regarded as a
good majority, in the circumstances, he
did not see ainy other course than to go
on with the amendments. If he had not
the support of the Committee, progress
would be reported. Seeing that the feel-
ing of the Committee was in favour of
there being 24 members in the Council.
and that we should re-adjust the provinces
in harmony with that vote, he could not
understand the action of the hon.
member.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: It would be
re-readjustment.

How. F. M4. STONE: The attitude of
Mr. Hackett surprised him. The hon.
member got up and said, " If we divide
on this it will he a test question whether
we should have 24 or 30," and he (Mr.
Stone) took it there should he an end of
it. But the hon. member was not satis-
fled with that, and moved to report pro-'
gress. Then, seeing that the view of the
House was against him, he tried to
withdraw the motion, which was defeated,

ayd then he wished to dictate to the
Commnittee how the business should be

conducted. The time of the House
should not be wasted by taking divisions
the same ats the last. Having already
taken a test vote onl the main question,
the lion. mnember now wished to divide
the Committee on this, but he hoped the
Committee would not adopt conduct of
that kind.

RON. R. G. BuacEs: The Committee
had done so before.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: It was quite
competent to a member to call for a
division.

HON. F. M4. STONE: The lion. mem-
ber bad hitherto always been the first to
acknowledge that when a test vote had
been taken on a. question members should
loyally abide by it. He appealed to the
hon. member not to go further in the
matter. If a division were taken the
result would be the same, the same Ilem-
bers being present.

RON. J. W. HACKETT: In spite of
the little lecture Mr. Stone had been good
enough to give him-which he thought
uncalled for, and for which he failed to
see anly reasonable justification-he cer-
tainly intended to take this as another
test question, aned at every point at which
the question of the twvo additional pro-
vinces came tip lie would take another
test division for the satisfaction of his
friend opposite. He could not under-
stand that a test division was to be
considered as a test for every question
that might be raised in regard to the
measure. What lie would test now was
the feeling of the House in regard to a
Metropolitanu-suburban province, and he
would endeavour to test the feeling in
regard to this matter at every stage. He
believed the feeling of the House, after
being sufficiently tested, would come
round to the view he held. He had con-
siderable hope of converting even the
Colonial Secretary within a reasonable
period. The next test question mnight be
more serious than the hon. member
realised, that being whether a province
containing an insignificant scattering of
electors-he would not name the province
-should be allowed to hold its place by
the side of the Metropolitan Province or
the goldields provinces. That was a
question which went far beyond the dis-
cussion onl the point nowv under considera-
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tion, but he warned the lion. member
that it would most assuredly be raised.

Tan COLONIAL SECRETARY:- This
had placed him in an unpleasant position,
for he distinctl y stated what would be
the result of the vote on the clause, and he
asked members to carefully consider the
matter. He beleved the vote was a
deliberate and carefully considered one,
and hie was bound to be ioyai to it,
especially as he had charge. of the amend-
ments.

Hoa. J. W. HACKETT: The lion. gentle-
mnanu was bound to get it reversed.

How. C. E. D)zxsTER-: Mr. Hackett
acquiesced last time.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: Yes; that
was a mistake. The Colonial Secretary
did not call for a, division.

Amendment (the Colonial Secretary's)
put, and a division being called for by
Hon. J. W. Hackett, it was taken with
the following result:

Ayes .. . 8
Noes ., . ... 10

Majority against

Ront. R. 0. Bunrges
Hon. D. K. Congdoni
Hon. .1. W. Hackett
11on. W. T' JLoton
Hon. A. F. Mathesont
Hon. E. McT~arty
Houz. W. sipencer
Hon. H1. J. Sanetrs

('Teller).

2
Norm.

Hon. H. Briggs
Hon. F. TV. Crowder
Hon. C. E. Demtpster
]Ron. H. t ukin
Han. D. McKay
Hoe. G,.0Randoll
Holt. J. E. Bichuurdsou
nion. F. M. Stone
Hon. F. Wliitoombe
Hon. S. J. Haynes

(Telfer).

Amendmnent thus passed.
THE: COLONIAL SECRETARY

further moved that between the words
"comprising" and "Boulder" in Sub-
clause 6, there be inserted "Coolgardie,
Mount Burges, Yilgarn, Dundas." That
would involve the striking out of the
South province.

HoN.- J. W. HACKETT: A division
must be taken in order to express the
opinion that the goldfields were entitled
to more membhers. Perhaps it might he
taken on the amendmient by the Coloniatl
Secretary.

HON.A. P.IMATHESON: The amend-
juent should be opposed. He had sup-
ported the motion to report progrress
because it was Obvious that all this
debate would take place, and that the
time of the House would he wasted;- and
it was equally obvious that an attempt
would be made ou the third reading,
probably with success, to recolrnniit the

Bill. If one of his colleagues were present
that would materially affect the result,
and that colleague was endeavouring to
bo here for the purpose of trying to deal
with this question.

How. F. WrrcoMaRS: That was -what
he went away for.

How. A. P. MATHESON: The hion.
member had no right to say that of an
absent man, unless prepared to prove it.

jThis was one of those uncalled-for inter-
ruptions which were constantly coming
from hon. members, when the personU
attacked was absent, and it was in
extremely bad taste.

HON. F. WiootrsE: The lion. meen-
her went away before the vote came on,
and was not back yet.

HON. A. P. MATHESON:t Mr. Whit-
combo. knew why the lion. mnember went
away.

HON. F. WHITCOMEBE: The lion.
meinber went to the Melbourne Cup.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: The lion.
member's absence had nothing to do with
the business before the House. If the
motion of Mr. Hackett could have been
debated, thle Committee would have seen
there was every reason why progress
should have been reported; only tifor-
tunately, being creatures of impulse, a
large uumber of members imagined there
was Somle catch in the Suggestion, aLnd
voted against a most reasonable proposi-
tion.

Amendment (the Colonial Secretary's)
put, and a division taken with the follow-

igresult:

Noes . ... ... 1S

Majority for .. 2

1 Holl. F.- 1?. rowder
Hon. C. E. Dlempster

iHon. S. J. Haynes
Hon. H. Lukin
711on. G. PMny
flon. 0. Ranef
Han. F. X. swone
Han. P. Whitconilw
Hon. J. E. Rjebiardeon

Nors.
11011 R. G. Burges
Hon. D. K. Congdon
Hon. J. W. Hackett
Han. W. T. Loton
Hon, A. F. Mathjeson
Han. R. DUciarty
Hon. W. Specer
Hon. H. J. auders

(Taller),

Amendment thus passed.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY

further moved that Sub-cia' we 7 be
Wtuck out.

Put and passed.
Clause as amended passed on the

Ivoices.

[COUXCIL.] Redistributioit, etc.
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Clause 8-Members retire periodically:
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved, as a consequential amendment,
that in line 6 all words alter " member "
be struck out; also that in Sub-clause 4,
lines Z2andS3, all words between " province"
and( " shiall " be struck out.

Amendments put and passed.

At 6-30 the CHAIRMAN left the chair.

At 7-80, Chair resumed.

Clause as amended put and passed.
Clause 28-Disqualification forinember-

ship of either House:
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY said

Mr. Matheson had previously moved that
the words " be an undiseharged " be
struck out and " becomes a " inserted in
lieu thereof, and in consequence of that
Mr. Stone moved that the consideration
of the clause be postpon ed. He (the
Colonial Secretary) bad brought this
under the consideration of the Draftsman
and the Crown Law Officer, and was
informed that it was necessary to retain
these words. The Bankruptioy Act used
to have these provisions, which caused a
good deal of trouble in this direction, but
they hadl been excised front the Bank-
ruptcy Act and did not conflict with the
Constitution Act, so that the trouble
which had arisen was not likely to occur
again. There was a portion of the clause
which seemed to be hard, and to require
some amendment. He thought that in
conse~quence of the careful consideration
of the clause, Mr. Stone hadl an interview
with the Secretary of the Crown Law
Department on the matter, the result
being that hie (the Colonial Secretaxy) was
advised that it would be better to strike
out the words " or a debtor against whomn
a receiving order in bankruptcy hats been
made." If those words remained, a man
against whom a receiving order in bank-
ruptcy had been made would be for ever
debarred from sitting in the Legislative
Council. It was proposed to substitute
for those words, " or a debtor agaiinst
whose estatethere is a subsisting receiving,
order in bankruptcy." The word " sub-
sisting" made all the difference. He was
advised that these words would sufficiently
meet the case. He therefore moved
that all the words after "bankruipt," in
Sub-clause 5, down to "made" be struck

out, with a view of inserting " or a debtor
against whose estate there is a subsisting
receiving orde- in bank-iuptcv." If ant
order in bankruptcy had been annulled,
the debtor would of cohrse be eligible for
a seat. There had been some odium
attaching to a member who moved that at
seat should be declared vacant; but the
seat was actually vacant, and the prc -
ceedingwas only formal; and this being- the
present law, it was considered desirable
to retain the provision.

HloN. F. M4. STONE: It appeared
there had been some mistake with regard
to the amendment, which did not go far
enough. He understood f-rin the Colo-
nial Secretary that a seat would become
vacant, but it was necessary to have a
further clause similar to Clauise 31 of the
Bankruptcy Act. Under the present Act,
a meniber who was a bankrupt could hold
his seat unless a motion was made that it
should be declared vacant. Such a motion
had been moved by him on one occasion,
and he did not like it. Progress should
now be reported.

Tnn COLONIAL SECRETARY:
There was no desire to oppose reporting
progress, brit it would be advisable to
proceed with the consideration of the
schedules.

HON. F. WHITCOMlBE supported the
suggestion to report progress.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

FISHERIES BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 and 2--agreed to.
Clause 3-Interpretation:
HON. F. MW. STONE: As to the mesh

of the net, the definition "1knot to knot,"
meant the measure taken diagonally from
knot to knot, from the -inside of the
mesh when wetted readyv for use, and
stretched so that the opposite knots on
the alternate corners were in contact.
Some strings stretched and shrank more
than others, and in buying nets three and
a quarter inches had to be obtained in
order to allow for shrinkage. Re thought,
however, that nets of three and a quarter
inches, when dry, were iather more than
three inches in the water, and it might
be advisable to have the measurement of
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the net when dry. But here again was a
difficulty, because the inspector of a wet
net could not tell what the measurement
had been when dry. 'Ih is only went to
show that the Bil could not be dealt
with by hon. members in Committee of
the House, but should be threshed out
before a select committee. There were
no fewer than 14 clauses in which amend-
ments were necessary, and to consider
these amendments wvould take more time
than could be afforded this session. At
Albany, for instance, there was a lot of
whiting, which could not, be caught
with a three-inch mesh, and it might
be necessary to open that harbour
for a certain time for whiting fishing;
but, of course, that could not be, done
under the Bill as now drawn. In his
opinion, the present Act was sufficient,
if proper machinery was provided,. to
meet requirements until next session,
when a comprehensive Hill could be
introduced. The present Bill, if passed,
would be a complete failme.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Inspector of Fisheries (Mr. Gale), wilo
had considerable experience, and had con-
sulted fishermen and others, was of
opinion that the Bill was a great
improvement on the present Act, and
gave powers of administration absolutely
necessary at the earliest moment. Most
of the clauses not taken from the present
Act, were taken from the Acts of Queens-
land and other colonies. As to the defini-
tion of "knot to knot," an amateur
fisherman had told him the mesh oughit to
be three and a half inches, because there
was a large number of mullet of 14
and 15 inches lon., which could not
be caught with a three-inch net;- and Mr.
William Rewell, than whom none had
had miore experience, expressed the opinion
some time ago, when thle proclamation
was made as to the opening of the Swan
River, that the mesh should be three
inches. Most of the- nets were tanned
before use, so that they did not shrink in
the water, or, if they did shrink, it was
only to a trifling extent. He was satis-
fied from conversations with Mr. Gale
that the Bill hats been well considered,
and the Inspector had onl 'y one objection,
and that was to a proviso inserted by the
other House in Clause -5, which he did
not think carried out the intention of the
measuire. Perhaps part of Clause 6

might be struck out, and an amendment
made in Clause 14, leaving, the provisions
as to the net a matter mnore of reguilation
than of enactmeut. He was infonined
that Clause 6 did not prevent the
Governor framing regulations prescribing
the mesh of the net; and perhaps no
great harm would occur by striking out
the definition of '"knot to knot,' because,
if one or two sub-clauses of Clause 6
were struck out, the Bill would not be
affected by the omission of the defini-
tion.

BON. F. M. STONE regretted that the
name of Mr. Gale had been mentioned,
because that obliged him to say that Mr.
Gale had absolutely no experience at all.
That gentleman had never seen a prawn
net used in his life, or lie would not be
in favour of the absurd provision that the
prawns caughit should be marketable, and
that prawns should be riddled in the
water in which they wers'caught.

THE COLONIAL, SECRTARaY: That
clause was from the Queensland Act, and
there was no difficulty about the pro-
vision.

Hox. F. M. STONE : Mr. Gale was
just commencing to learn his business,
and was going about getting different
opinions. If that gentleman were before
a select committee, he could be "1turned
inside out," and his opinion wvas valueless
on a question of this kind,

Hex. F. WrnTcoArnE: Was that why
he was appointed to the billet ?

Hex. F. MW. STONE: Others had been
appointed too. This person was a very
good mnan. As to the practical part,
those to whom hie referred knew nothing
about it, but simiply went to various
people and asked their opinions. A three
and a-half inch mesh was the mnesh for
sea-m ullet nets. This Bill had better go
before a select committee. The clauses
he liked were the licensing- clause and
the clause about not fishing in another
man's water, which required some amend-
ment.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY(
moved that the sub-clause " Knot to
knot " be struck out. That, he thought,
would meet the views of the hon.
member. The provisions which the
hon. member considered unsatisfactory
were not deemed so in other parts of the
world.

in commitiee.[COUNCIL.]
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How. A. P. MATHESON: If the amend-
ment were passed, it would reduce the
Bill to an absurdity.

THE COLONIALb SECRETARY: He
would further move to strike out Clause
6, and put that in the regulations.

HoN. A. F. MATHESON: Unless the
Colonial Secretary proposed to strike out
every allusion in the Bill to the words
" knot to knot," he must retain some sort
of definition.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
When dealing with Clause 6, the Corn-
mnittee could strike out, ait amy rate, Sub-
sections a, b, c, and d.

Amendment put and passed and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 4-Fising-boats to be licensed:
BON. F. M. STONE: This clause

referred to the catching of fish in
Western Australian waters, and applied
to the whole of the colony. Was it
necessary to license boats say from
Sharks Bay, up North, where there was
no market for fish ? There were no cool
storage boats to bring down fish at the
present time, and it would be an injustice
to that part if every one who fished there
had to have a license. 'The clause said,
" No boat shall be used for catching fish
in Western Australian waters for sale."
Suppose a malt happened to get a good
haul of fish, and came ashore and received
a shilling for 20 or 30, or something of
that sort, if not licensed he would be
liable to a penalty. The same thing
would apply to Esperance Bay, where
there had been no cry for the fish to be
protected. Up in the North the water
was teeming with fish, and it would be
absurd to make a person pay for a license
in those parts. It was necessary that
there should be licenses for diffe-ent
parts of Western Australia, but the Bill
as at present was not what was required
for the whole of the colony.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
Clause 6 there was a provision for the
Governor to except a locality. The
proviso read thus:

Provided that the Governor may from time
to time by proclamation declare that in certain
places, in certain times, or for certain fish,
me-shes of smaller dimensions than those by
this section required may be lawfully used,
and thereupon such proclamation shall con-
stitute an exception to this section.

HON. F. M. STONE: That was not
with reference to a license. He thought

*the Bill should not apply to the northern
parts of the colony, nor to the south-
eastern portion, and to test the feeling of
the House he moved that the clause be
struck out. That was the only' way it
could be dlone, and he was Sorry, because,
as hie had said, he was in favour of
licenses being granted for fishing.

HON. A. P. MATHESON:; The object
of licensing a boat was quite as mnuch to
protect the boat as the fish, and he failed
to see whyv fishermen in one part of the
colony should bev required to take out a
license and pay £1, and fishermen in
another part be exempt, simply because
fish were more abundanut in one part of
the colon'v than in another. Mr. Stone
said the clause would affect harshly the
man who went ouit to fish for pleasure,
and got rather More th~an lie wanted to
eat. Surely the same hardship woul
apply equalily to a person fishing in Perth
water. It was necessar'ytha ali~olicelnall
should be able to identify boats and
theft- owners. He thought the clause
should stand as at present.

HON. F. M. STONE: On the Swan
river fishermen fished with the ob.jet of
selling what they caught; but in those
parts hie had mentioned a man did not
come out day after day; yet under this
Bill he would have to pay, 30s., whilst
perhaps the fish he caught would not be
worth 3s.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: It would
be sufficient to make fishermen take out a
license. It was not necessary that a
person should have to pay for a license
for the boat as well.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE : The object
aimed at might be obtained by inserting
after the word " waters," in line 2 of
Clause 4, "North of Champion Bay and
east of Middleton Beach."

HoN. F. MW. STONE: It would he
necessary to apply that to the whole Bill
as well as this clause.

HON. F. WHITCOMBE: In going
through the Bill the necessary alterations
might be made.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Or there
might be a new clause.

HON. P. WHTTCOMBE: It would
be a mistake to strike this clause out
unless the Bill was to he struck out.
The measure seemed to be somewhat
unsatisfactory, and it appeared to be
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rather a waste of time to discuss it at
this stage of the session.

HoN. J. W. HACKETV moved that
the word "shall,' in line 6, be struck out,
and " mas'" inserted in lieu thereof. A
Mlinister ought not to be compelled to
grant a boat license no matter how much
lie might disapprove of the person apply-
ing for it.

HoN. F. MW. STONE: If a person corn-
mnitted an offence, that was provided for,
but it was desired not to allow him to
get another license during the year, or to
inflict some such penalty;- and it was not
advisable to strike out the word " shall "
and give the Minister discretionary
powe]'.

BON. J. W. HACKETT: It was to be
feared Mr. Stone intended to fight the
Bill clause by clause. It was obvious
that discretionI should be left in the
hands of the Minister, who would not
dare to refuse a license when there was
no reasonable objection; and in many
cases a discretionary power would be
most valuable.

HON. F. Al. STONE: The police might
have a, " down" on a man, and on their
report a fisherman might be refused a
license without a hearing. A cabman's
license, for instance, was never refused.

BON. J. W. HACKEfTT: A cabmnan's
license, supplied the very illustration,
because such Licenses were perfectly dis-
cretionary, and depended on the appli-
cant's character and various circun-
stances.

How. F. WHITOOMBE: This clause
dealt with the licensing of boats, and for
that reason hie favoured the amendment,
because if a Minister had no discretionary
power, it would be competent for any
person to get a license for a boat whichI
might be unseaworthy.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 5 : Fishermen fishing for sale,
to be licensed:

HON. A. P. MATHESON: The pro-
viso to the clause -was to the effect that
no person should fish with a net, except
for shell fish, unless he were a holder of
a, fisherman's license. There was no
definition of " net," and any persons,
even children, would be liable to a penalty
if they fished with a net for shrimps or
bait. The proviso appeared to him to be

ridiculous, and he moved that it be struck
out.

Amendment put and passed.
Box. J. W. HACKETT moved that in

Sub-clause 2, line 1, the word " shall " be
struck out, and " may " inserted.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 6: Offences; three-inch mesh
required in certain waters; one and a
half inch mesh required in certain waters;
forbidding the Setting of certain nets or
of any nets in certain waters:

Tnn COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
was not certain what amendments would
be required in this clause, and be moved
that progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit agai.

COMMERCIAL AND BUSLNESS
HOLIDAYS HILL.

DISCHARGE OF ORDER.

Box. S. J. HAYNES: The' Bill was
in his charge only temporarily, but he
found it required many alterations. He
therefore moved that the order be dis-
charged.

Question put and passed, and the order
discharged.

BAJNK HOLIDAYS AMENDMENT BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Consideration resumed from the pre-
vious day.

Schedule:
HON. 3. W. HACKETT moved that

progress be reported.
Motion put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL (PRIVATE).

SECOND READING.

BON. F. MW. STONE (North): In
mioving the second reading of this Bill,
I may mention, for the information of
bon. members, that there are certain con-
ditional leases, ten altogether, I believe,
consisting of a thousan~d acres each,
making a total of ten thousand acres,
held by certain persons representing the
Salvation Army. Hon. members will
remember that at one time it was pro-

Land Bill (privaie).FCOUNCIL.]
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posed to make an over-sea colony here,
and the Government were approached
with a view of getting land granted to
the Salvation Army for that purpose.
However, I suppose the Government
were not able to see their way to accede
to the wish expressed, and under the
land regulations the Salvation Army then
took, up these ten leases of one thousand
acres each. Under the land regulations
they could not be taken up in one block
by one person, and therefore they had to
be taken up in the namnes of dlifferent
persons belonging to the Salvation Army,
there being ten persons for the ten
different leases. Under the Bill it is
proposed that, notwithstanding the Land
Act, these leases may be transferred and
held by one person, or company, or corpor-
ation, or association, so that, if the Bill
is passed, the Salvation Army can then
transfer the leases into the name of the
person who holds property on behalf
of that association, in trust for it.
Under the Land Act certain improve-
ments have to be made uponuthe different
leases. Each lease has to be fenced in
within a certain time. Now it is pro-
posed, under Clause 2, to amalgamate all
these leases, and instead of having ten
different fences have one to fence in the
whole block.

HTON. C. A. PIESSP: IS not that already
so ?

How. F. MW. STONE: No; you have to
fence in each particular thousand acres,
and it must be i-enmenmhered that one per-
sonl can Only hold one conditional lease of
a thousand ac.res. It is provided that the
Salvation Army shall spend atleast £1,000
a year on the prescribed improvements
until such improvements are fully com-
pleted, in addition to the exterior fencing.
This Bill is a private measure, and was
referred to a select committee in another
place. As lion. members will see, from
the report laid on the table, the Oommittee
reported in favour of the Bill.

HON. R. G. BOURGES Who has that
report?

HON. F. MW. STONE: It was presented
yesterday.

THn PRESIDENT: I read the report
yesterday.

HoN. P. Mv. STONE : It is a short
report, to the effect that the Committee
have taken evidence and that they are in
favour (if the Bill being passed.

HoN. R. G. BuJRGES: Is that evidence
before the Rouse ?

HoN. F. MW. STONE: A copy of the
evidence and the report. The Salvation
Army have a scheme for expending at
once from Q8,000to £10,000 in permanent
improvements on this land.

HoN. R. G. Bunors : Why should not
the same concession be granted to other
parties ?

HnN. F. Af. STONE: The leases are
held by different persons. The object is
a good one, it being proposed to put
agricultural labourers on these blocks.

Hox. ii. G. BuRtoEs: What class?
HoN. F. 1W. STONE: And, as I have

pointed out, the Salvation Army will
spend some £010,000.

HoN. H. LuxiN: Are they giving any
guarantee that they will spend it?

HoN. F. MW. STON E: If they do not,
the lease will be forfeited. They have to
spend £21,000 a year, and still have to do
the improvements under the Land Act.

HON. P. G. BultGES: What Class Of
labourer will they introduceP

HoN. F. MW. STONE: A class of labour
that I trust will be desirable for the
colony.

HoN. R. G. ReRans: Desirable!
Undesirable..

HoN. F. MW. STONE: I cannot under-
stand the position of the bon, member.
The onk 'v thing I can see is that it is at
little opposition on account of my having
opposed a Bill yesterday.

HoN. R. G. Buraos: Nothing of the
kind; I will give my reasons.

How. F. MW. STONE: This Bill is
introduced for a good object. I think
that at one time everyone was in favour
of the granting of land to the Salvation
Army for the purpose of an oversea colony,
but the Government were unable to make
such grant, and the Salvation Army
started the matter themselves, and took

I up 10 blocks of land, as I have pointed
out. They do not propose to be excluded
from the land regulations, but to spend
the amount they have to do, otherwise

Ithe leases will be forfeited. It is intended
that, instead of fencing in each 1,000-acre
block, they shall put a fence round the
whole 10.000 acres. The Select Coin-
mittee have reported that the Salvation
Amny are prepared to spend from £8,000
to £10,000, and perhaps that is an induce-
ment to amalgamate the leases; but I
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repeat that they still have to comply with
the conditions under the land regula-
tions, otherwise, as I have said, the land
will be forfeited. Sub-clause 1 of Clause
Ssays:

Section 53, Sub-section 4, of the principal
Act shall be sufficiently complied with by the
prescribed improvements being performed on
any part of, and by the exterior fencing of, the
aggrt'gate -area of the said leases, and by the
possession and residence, on any part of the
said area, of the manager or agent, of the
transferee.

HON. F. WHITCOhuBs: About one-
fourth of the necessary fencing.

HON. F. 21 STONE:- No; they have
to fence the Whole outside of the 10,000
acres.

afoN. D. 'McKAY: Why is it not made
specially applicable to the Salvation
Army?

HoN. F. Al. STONE: These leases
only apply to the Salvation Army.

Htow. J. E. ERcuARinsow: They May
sell the Land to a company.

HoNi. F. Mf. STONE:, No ; because
they must have the consent of the Min-
ister, and I take it the Minister would
not allow this laud to be used for the
purpose of speculation. He would not
allow the Salvation Army to sell the
lease to anyone else. They can do it now
if they lik-e. The 'Y can sell it in the
namnes of thle different persons holding
these blocks.

Ho-N. R1 G. BunoaEs: Onlyv under the
conditions of the Land Act.

Howi. F. M. STONE: We are still
keeping the conditions of the Land Act,
except that instead of making themn fence
iii each 1,000-acre block we allow them.
to fence in the whole, and, instead of one
person having to reside on etch 1,000.
acre block, thle Salvation Army may
cause their manager or agent or a
member of the Army to reside on one
portion, which will be slufficient. I think
lion. mnembers will agrece that the Salva-
tion An try have been of great benefit. and
are doing a g6od wvork.

Hox. R. G-. Bunau;s: That is all righit.
Hopq. F. M. STONE: This scheme is

proposed to hel1, thenm to continue that
work, and I do not think any hon.
mnember will get up and object, if we are
trying to help a good cause. I know
thiat at one time the Salvation Army
were laughed at, but that has been com -
p-letely surmounted, and lye recognise

tbat they are doing a great deal of good,
not only in this colony but all over
the world. When the Government
could not give themi the grant of
land required, we saw themn taking up
laud themselves, and spending mnoney on
it, as they had to do under the land regu-
lations. Going still further I think wve
c-an. take their word, given before the
Select Committee, that they aire prepared
With a scheme of expenditure upon this
property. If the Salvation Army want to
go ini for any transfer, the Minister will
inquire into the matter, and see that it is
done for the purpose stated. As I have
already said, the Minister would not
allow the land to be used for speculative
purposes. Thle mneasure specially pre-
venits thirdoiniganchathiing. We know
that this Bill is introduced for a good
purpose, and I do not think any lion.
miember will object to its being passed.
The Select Committee aire perfectly satis-
fied 'with the measure, and f do not think
thre 'House will contradict them. I have
very mnuch pleasure in mnoving the second
reading, of the Bill, because I know it is
for a good cause and for the benefit of
the community.

HON. 0. A PIESSE (South-Vast): I
ani sorry to have to mnove in this inatter
in the Way I aM Moving, Or intend to
mnove, and I do not adopt this action fromt
any ill-feelingP or wish to obstruct the
Salvation Ar-my in the good work they
have undertaken, bitt I desire on this
pttrticular occasion to protest against the
provision in the law limiting the amtount
of 1and whichi may he taken uip undera con-
ditional purchase lease to a thousand acres.
I1 think there would hav'e been no need
for this Bill to-day had tire area been
fixed at a reasonable, quantitv. Here we
have millions of acres of land, and
we limit a select or to a thousand acres. I
never heard of a mtore ridiculous pro-
visron in in life. We have ir this case anl
instance of what it IiRetns to people Whno
relly want to settle on the land. In the
paLst the cry has been, "The people on the
land, '" but what wve wanit is the mione '
(on time land. If tire Land Act had beenl
mnade. so ope that people could have
selected up to five thousandacres, we should
in this instance ha1Lve forund two qelections
taken tip instead (of ten, and then'- would
have been no nleed for this Bill. It is
timie we dealt with this mnatter in a broad
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way, not legislating for one particular
class. I am not going to say a word
against the Salvation Army, and hope
my remarks will not he regarded as
antagonistic to them, but I think there
are other people doing equally as much on
the land as the Ar-my will do, and possibly
more. These people find themselves
hampered in twenty different ways, the
consequence being that all sorts of
evasions of the Act are going on. Those
interested in the land question, who are
doing their best to settle on the land, are
evading the Act in every possible way,
and they have to resort to all sorts of
tricking-I cannot call it anything else-
to get the land which is absolutely
required.

A MEMYBER: They must have dumamy-
ing.

HON. C. A. PIIISSE: Dunmnving, pure
and simple. You bring in a Bill to deal
with one section of the people, and we
have no proof that they will do better
than others. It is proposed to grant
special legislation for them, and to leave
the rest of the community to go on in
what I may term the crooked ways.
How do you get on if 'you are
a landowner and desire to reside in
the city? You have to spend £1
in improvements as against 10s. that
the up-country resident pays. The
House should not tolerate special legis-
lation of this sort; and I move, as an
amendment, that the Bill be read this
day six mouths.

HoN. B. G1. J3URGES: I quite agree
with the remarks of Mr Piesse.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: Do you second
the amendmentF

How. R. G. BURGES: I am speak-
ing on the second reading of the Bill.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT: If you
speak and do not second the amendment,
it will lapse.

HON. R. G. BunoES:- I intend to
speak on the second reading of the Bill,
and I am not asking for Mr Hackett's
ruling.

Hlo.%. J. W. HACKETT: Then I
shall ask the President's ruling. Is it
not a fact that if the amendment be not
seconded it will lapse?;

THE PRESIDENT: If the amend-
mient of Mr. Piesse is not seconded, it of
course lpses.

HloN. R. G. BURGES: Then I second
the amendment. I had nothing to do
with the proposing of the aineiidment by
Mr. Piesse, but as Mr. IffacIkett forces me
I must second it. I support some of the
remarks that have fallen from Mr.
Piesse, but he might just as well leave
the subject alone, because if the Bill
were amended aiid returned to the Legis-
lative Assemably, it would only be sent
back again with the amendments rejected.
There has keen class legislation in this
colony before, as we know from the in-
justice done to producers in the Northern
part of the colony, who are subject to the
tyranny of the residents of the Southern
districts. What class of people 'is it
intended to introduce to tbe colony by
assisting in the establishmnut of this
over-sea colonye The Salvation Army
have done good, and will do good, but I
contend that it is not advisable to pass
a Bill to encourage the immigration of
people who are certainly not a bit more
desirable than the alien population, for
the admission of which, in very necessary
cases, it is impossible to get legislation
passed. The class of people who should
be encouraged to settle on the land are
those with capital, and it seems extra-
ordinary to ine that the Government
and the Commissioner of Lands should
give concessions to all sorts of outside
people. The present settlers on the land
of this colony are subject to tyranny and
injustice, and there is a, bitter feeling
against the Lands Department. A great
supporter of the Governincut, in speaking
at Wagin the other day, showed very
vividly 1ow bitter that feeling is through-
out thie country. T can corroborate what
was then said; and, while I represent an
agricultural constituency, I will continue
to protest against the injustice suffered
by producers. But to figbt against
this injustice is like lighting against
the wxind, because we have to meet the
opposition of members of the House, who
are not qualified by experience to speak
on these m-atters. We who represent
agiicultural distr-icts, respect the opinions
of those members on subjects which they
understand, and it is onl 'y right that they
should respect our opinions on agricul-
tural matters. The opinions of those
who are on the land making a living and
doing good to the country, are just as
much entitled to respect as thle opinions
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of those who read up the subject andI
publish thie results in newspapers. I
make my living by utilising the experi-
ence of a lifetime, and my opiis
caunot be altered by' anything that Mr.
Hackett may sy or write. As an
example of the injustice which is dome to
settlers, a man is allowed to take up
1,000 acres of land, and if hie is not
living within 10 miles, hie has to spend
£1 an acre in improvements. And then
look at the clause in the present Act
which provides that if a man take up a
piece of land, and it turn out not as good
as he expected, he may go to the Comn-
missioner, and with die Commissioner's
consent, need not carry out the improve-
ment conditions. The Lands flepartment
have a large staff of surveyors, inspectors
of hind Sand others, and yet if a man,
after two or three years occupation, says
hie has been deceived, lie is free from the
improvement conditions. All this shows
there must be some blunder.% going on.
There is good land in the colon 'y, hut it
is very hard to get 1,000 acres in one
block that is all good, and £1 an acre
has to be spent in improving any inferior
hind there may be in the blocki; and it
is a disgrace to a. country with millions
of acres, to make' any settler, who
is doing his duty, spend this £1
per acre.. Farmers work like Slaves,
but all over the world they are given no
protection, and excite no sympathy from
the Legislature of any country. They
are said to get. special railway rates, but
these special railway rates are simply a
special farce. The main objection to the
Bill is that it will introduce an undesir-
able class of people into the colony, and
for that reason I munst oppose the second
reading.

Ifox. E. MoLARTY (South-West) : I
feel called on to say a word or two ini
regard to this bill, and I regret I cannot
agree with what has fallen from Mr.
Biarges and Mr. Piesse.

HON. R. G-. Butos But the land in
question is in roir district.

HON. E. McLABTY: I really cannot
rmap what the Bill before the House has

to do with tho hardships unde, the land
regulations.

Ron. R. G. BunGEs: The department
give concessions to some, while they
make others carry out the conditions.

fox. E. McLAIITY: Hardships may
exist, and possibly' there is something in
what Mr. Burges has stated in regard to
the regulations, but that has nothing to
do with the Bill. The Salvation Army,,
in,' this Bill, are granted 10 blocks of
laud, all adjoining.

RoN. 0. E. PLESSE: We do not object
to that.

RON. B. MAcLARTY: I see no reason
why the Salvation Army should not lie
allowed to enclose that land with one
fence, instead of 10 fences.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: How albout
the ten houses ?

HON. E. McLARTY: There is no
mention in the Bill that the Salvation
Army shall not carry out the conditions
the same as other Peole. They state
they aire prepared to spend eight or ten
thousand potuds, said the point we have
to insist upon is that if the land is taken
up, the conditions shall be complied with.
That being so, I see no reason why the
Salvation Army' should not lie permitted
to erect only one fence. It seems to me
it would be a, great hardship on people
coining to this colony, spending a lot of
imoney, and doing a reat deal of good, to
insist on their carry' ing out those con-
ditions, and fencing in ten allotments.
Mr. Burges has referred to the class of
people, bint I think there is nothing to
J .ustify his remarks that the people intro-
duced would be undesirable. They' may
lhe the very best class of people, and
suitable to carryv out what is required of
theii.

HON. B., 0. BUnoESs: You hiave no
guarantee.

HoN. E. MoLAXTY: And you have
no guarantee that it is not so. I think it
is the duity of the Government and the
House to assist people doing so much as
the Salvation Army are to alleviate
distress and raise the fallen. I shall
certainly support the Bill. As I have
said lieore, if the Bill were intended to
relieve the holders from carry* ing out the
conditions, I should oppose it, bat it is
nothing- of the kind. The whole thing is
simply that the improvements shall be
carried out perhaps upon one or two blocks.
That would be of immense advantage to
tme owners, and I am snre my friend who
has spoken will agree with nie on the
point.
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HON. C. A. PIEssE: We want to make
it general.

HoN. R. G. BUBOES: What we object
to is special legislation.

HON. E. MeLARTY: If the Land
Act inflicts a hardship on the general
public, there is no reason why it
should not be amended, Int I do not
see why this Bill should be opposed
on those grounds. Somec few )ears
ago the Government were asked to
make a concession by givin~g the Army a
block of land on certain conditions, but
at that time they could not see their way
clear to do it. I thought it was a great
pity, and if I bad had any voice in the
matter, I should have allowed the Salva-
tion Army to select land for the good
purpose for which it was intended. I
always regretted the Government did not
see their wayv to assist. The Salvation
Army are not asking the Govermnuent for
any, concessions, but are willing to pay
the rent the samte as others, an4 to carry
out thre conditions and spend a great deail
more perhaps than most leaseholders are
doing. Therefore I think their request a
reasonable one, and that we should grant
what is asked for in the Bill.

Hos. D. McKAY (North): I shall
support the second reading of this Bill,
and I think no opposition should have
been shown to it. I should like to have
seen the Bill made specially applicable to
the Salvation Army.

HON. J. W. HACKETT (South-West):
I also have pleasure in supporting this
Bill, and I may point Out in answer to
the objection which has just been made
lby Mr. McKay, that the point only has
reference to the schedule.

HON. C. A. Ptxssn: There is a breach
of the Act here-20,000 acres in 12
leases.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: I wish to say
a few words as to the object and the
class of persons who will go upon the
land. I may say with regard to the land
itself that it consists of about 20,000
acres, and the Salvation Army are pre-
pared to spend on improvements the full
amount required uinder the Land Act, in
addition to the sum needed for the
exterior fencing, and of course a residence
for the manager or agent.' There was an
ambitions scheme on the part of General
Booth to take tip a very large block in
the South-West of the colony suitable

*for agricultural purposes, where a colony'
of the kind which he called an " over-sea
colonyv "could be established. His " over-
sea colony " was to contain persons
drafted from the farm colonies in the
United Kingdom, colonies of the second
class, to which reclaimied persons and
waifs and strays may be broughit afte-

* going through the discipline OF the Sal-
vation Army homes. The Premier
objected strongly to the importation of
persons who might he desvendants of
the criminal classes, if not criminals
themselves, and the result was that the
scheme was modified so that a very smiall
block was taken up, and it was agreed
that there should be no attempt to plant
an "over-sea colony." In return for
these concessions on the part of the Sal-
vation Arumy, it was generally agrreed
that this private Bill should be passed
into law. The idea of the Salvation
Army is simply to form a farm colony as
a settlement of their own, to which they
can Send persons who are needly or in
distress, or chosen persons selected by
themselves, who are acquainted with
farming work, and also neglected and
deserted children from our larger towns.
'They have carried out a scheme of this
bind in the neighbourhood of Melbourne
with the utmost success, aud it is a,
pleasure to the charitably disposed
to see what they have done. They
expect to reproduice thamt on a large
scale for the same object and pur-
pose. They propose to as far as possible
biring this land into cultivation, Bad I
may tell the House that it contains about
20,000 acres, of which not more than
5,000, by the most liberal estimate, are
fit for higher cultivation. The Salvation
Army are a class who deserve secial
encouagemnent, for this reason; they are
of all people 1 know those who the least
bottle up their wealth. All the money
they receive they spend at once; and if
the land is put into their charge von may
be quite certain they will do everything
they can with it.

HoN. C. A. Pxrssn: They will have
to fulfil the conditions.

HoN. J. IV. HACKETT: They are
one of the most practical bodies of men
that can be imagined. Their idea is to
work charitably, and to do that they
obtain large sums of mone 'y to spend on
their works, in addition to any profit
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brought in; and we may well be prepared
to believe that the money referred to will
be spent upon this laud. The whole
object is good. There is no danger of
a monopoly, or a large piece of laud lying
unused. They expect to form a place
wvhere persons 'nay dwell, and generally
to inaugurate one of the most admirable
and philanthropic as well as usefuIl works
in our colony which may be conceived. I
hope the Bill will receive, not only the
generous, but the enthusiastic support of
the House.

HON. H. LUKIN (East) : I have
pleasure in suppoirting the Bill. No
doubt there is one objection to it as there
must always be objection in a general
way, this being that it is special or class
legislation. We cannot get away front
that; but, taking a broad view of the
whole subject, I think few hon. members
will question that the Salvation Army
have dlone a tremendous amount of good
throughout the length and breadth of
the British Empire.

HON. J. W. HACKE: The whole
world.

HON. H. LUKIN: The whole world,
for that matter, and there is no doubt
they deserve every encouragement.

HON. C. A. Pisss: So do other people.
HON. H. LURIN: So long as this con-

cession is sufficiently safe guarded, and
there is no loophole for them to get out and
trade with the land in a way they should
not, their request should be acceded to. I
just mention this, though history ought
to teach us that, as far as the Salvation
Army have gone, that is not one of their
principles, and we can trust them to deal
hionestly' with this land, judging from
their antecedents. Still, in any case, the
concession should be so hedged round that
the Salvation Army cannot escape the
regulations, even by special permit of the
Minister. It should be so hedged round
that they will be bound to comply so far,
at all events, if not entirely, with the Act.

HON. D. McKAY:; It is so.
HON. H. LUEIN: They would have

to spend a thousand a year, and that
should be quite sufficient safeguard. As
to the people whom they are likely to
introduce and put onl the land, Mr. Burges
seems to think they are a very doubtful
class, and perhaps a class we should be
better without. Anybody who has read
.1p albout +be Salvation Army knows that

the people they send out to ain "over-
sea colony " are people who have served a
certain p~robation. They are all people
whom they have had under their control
for some time, and, therefore, they are
not exactly the riff-raff that I think Mr.
Burges expected.

HON. R. G4. BuOGS: I know something
about it as well as the hon. member.

HoN. H1. LTJKIN: As to the matter
that Mr. Eurges and Mr. Piesse brought
forward about other people who ought
to ]lave such a concession, those hon.
members must know that our land laws
are very liberal indeed. Nobody can
dispute it; and in making them so
liberal, it is very hard to prevent them
from being abused. If they were made
more liberal so that people could get
larger blocks of land, I am afraid greater
abuses would come in, and it would be
necessary to hedge the leases about with
conditions more than aIt present. Mr.
Burges is one of the men who would
abase the system.

HoN. R. G. BuRoEs: I would make
use of it: more use than you would.

HON. H. LUXIN :I have much
pleasure in supporting the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMIITkTE

Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amendment,
and report adopted.

CEMXETERIES BILL2 .
SECOND READING.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Ron. G. Randell) in moving the sec-ond
reading said: This is a small Bill which
has unfortunately been rendered neces-
sary by some defects in the principal Act.
Oertaini provisions were left out, I think,
owing to some oversight by those who
had charge of the Bill. No doubt Mr.
Hackett, who perhaps is better acquainted
with the question than I am, will supple-
mnent anything I may say. The powers
sought to be given to boards of cemeteries
are absolutely needed. I think that if
hon. members read through this short
Bill, they will see how necessary it is tha~t
the provisions of the measure shall be inI
the Cemeteries Act. Olause 2 reads:

The trustees of every public cemetery now
or her-eafter to be appointed under the Conic-

Cemeteries Bill.[COUNCIL.]



Cemeeris Bll: (22 OVEBER 189.] in Committee. '2443

teries. Act, 1897, shall be a body corporate.
with perpetual succession, under the name of
the 11Trustees of the cemetery " (the word
"cemietery" being immediately preceded by

the name or designation of the cemetery for
which the trustees are appointed), and shall
have a common seal, and may sue and he sued
hy such corporate name.
The necessity for trustees being a body
corporate escaped attention previously' ,
and Clause 3 gives the trustees power
to make by- laws, and to impose pecuniary
penalties not exceeding £5 for each
breach, I need not say mnore, except
that I have one or two amnendments to
propose to the present Act, in order to
fulfil the original intention of the framers
of that Act. In Section' 4 1 propose to
insert an amendment providing that
" Minister " shall mean the Minister
administering the Act, and in Section
31, to strike out the words "1Colonial
Treasurer," and insert the word "1Minis-
ter," so as to bring the Act uuder the
control of the Commissioner of Crown
Lands. I hope the Bill will recommend
itself to lion. members, because it is
absolutely necessary that these public
bodies should have the powers proposed.

HON. J. W. HACKETT (Soath-
West) :1 have muchi pleasure in second-
ing the motion. I mnar remind the House
that the so-called Cemieteries Act of 1897,
which this Bill proposes to amend, was one
of the most. ludicrous attempts at drafting
that ever came before a Parlimentary
body. Amongst other provisions, it will
he remembered that the trustees of a
cemetery -were empowered to bury a living
person, always provided that person were
a pauper, and there were several other
provisions of a similar chiaracter, although
not quite so ridiculous. It will be recol-
lected that when we got to the second
clause on that occasion, the Committee
pracetically "fell to pieces " over the
measure. Mr. R. S. Haynes attempted
to fight it out, but gave it up in despai,
and Mr. Matheson and other members
also contributed amendmients; and though
nobody supposed the Bill to be perfect,
we thought it fairly workable, and were
not prepared for the imperfections sub-
sequently found. I believe that in a
short time a new Act altogether will be
requi red, but in the meantime the trustees
of Karrakatta Cemetery find themselves
face to face with a difliculty, owing to
the tact that the various denominations,

amongst whom the cemetery is divided,
require some religious control over their
allotments. Tt was agreed by the trustees
that a deed poll should be executed hrv
which theyv should allow the denomina-
tions certain rights over the allotments;
but when the trustees came to execute
the. deed poll they found no provision for
a commton seal. Without a seal it would
he necessary for the trustees to sign
the. deed poii1 in their personal charac-
ters, and their representatives would
lbecomne responsible, so that wvheni-
ever a trustee dropped Out, and a inew
one was aippointed, the utmiost com-
plications would follow. The moment
that was discovered, the trustees had to
apply for power, at all events, to use a
commion seal, and to ask for corporate
succession, and that accounts for the
second clause, while Clause S is rendered
necessary by' the fact that, though the
trustees were empowered to mnake hr-
laws and have made them, they have n~o
power to prosecute or impose penalties
for any breach. These are two amiend-
inents which the Karrakatta Cemnetery
trustees have found it necessary to repre-
sent to the law officers of the Crown as
absolutely essential; and the result is thet
Bill before the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill reaid a second tlime.

IN colMJ'YrEE.

Clauses I to 3, inclusive-agreed to.
New Clause:
THEg COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved the following to stand as Clause 4:
The Cemeteries Act, 1897, is hereby amended

a4 follows:-In section four, after the words
"in this Act," in the first line, insert the

words "'Minister' shall mean the Minister
administering this Acet." In section thirty-one.
strike out t~he words "Colonial Treasurer,"
in the second line, and in place thereof insert
the word "Minister." In sectLion thirty-seven,
the word "1to," in the sixth line, is struck out.

Clause pat and passed.
Bill reported with an ainendment, and

the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 9-30 o'clock,

until the next day.
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